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– The Canadian 
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Importance of Context

•

•

•

•



Producer Responsibility Policies 
Vary

*  Producer funding obligation
** BC & Future ON&QC producers are operationally and financially responsible  

Shared responsibility:
Percentage of costs covered in municipality-operated programs
(i.e., eligible costs only)
Municipality own some or all risks and liabilities

BC 
100%** 

QC 
100%* 

MB
80%*

SK
75%*

ON
50%*

Government
-operated

0%*

Future ON & 
QC 

100%**

Full Responsibility: 
Producer-operated  
system: Producers own 
costs, risks, liabilities



Intent will impact policy design
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•
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Key considerations 
leading to a new 
policy



Differences in Policy Design
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Lessons learned

•

•

•

•



Case Study - Ontario

1980s

- First Blue Box pilot in 
Kitchener

- Voluntary agreement by 
soft drink industry to 

partially fund municipal 
programs (voluntary)

- Changes to refillable laws

1990s
- New regulation forcing 

municipalities 5,000+ to have 
curbside recycling programs and 

requirements for business

- Government funding provided

- Escalating costs led to 
sustainability issue

2000s
- Waste Diversion Act (WDA) 
passed with shared responsibility 
model (50/50 cost sharing)

- New programs for tires, EEE, HHW
- Review of WDA

2010s
- Number of political issues 

related to programs
- First gov’t legislation proposed 
& failed (moved to 100% funding 

but municipal control)
- Waste Free Ontario Act passed 
with unanimous support (100% 

funding & industry has full 
control)

2020s
•3 year transition to full 
producer responsibility



Case Study – Recovery rates and 
responsibility models

BC (Residential) BC (Deposit) Alberta (Deposit)
Ontario 

(Residential)
Quebec 

(Residential)

Paper/cardboard 83 % N.A. N,.A 76 % 71 %

Plastic 46 % 77 % 82 % 32 % 35 %

Metal* 73 % 81 % 89 % 53 % 53 %

Glass 87 % 91 % 93 % 80 % 79 %

Total 78 % 78 % 85 % 64 % 64 %

Sources

RBC AR 2019  
Aluminum only for 
deposit programs

Encorp AR 2019 ABCRC Sustainability 
report

PIM 2017 Carac Rés. 2015-2017
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